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Jason Sperb : Blossoms and Blood: Postmodern Media Culture and the Films of Paul Thomas Anderson  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Blossoms and Blood: 
Postmodern Media Culture and the Films of Paul Thomas Anderson: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great analysisBy Cory CrookGreat analysis on a truly great 
American filmmaker. The fandom of the author is kept is most places neutral but an excellent primer to understanding 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1477302212


post modern cinema.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. this book is amazing! don't think about itBy 
Raja K.this book is amazing! don't think about it, buy it and learn. I am a huge fan of P.T. Anderson and a creator 
myself. The book is deep and incredible insightful.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Bought this as a 
gift for my girlfriend who loves ...By Chris C.Bought this as a gift for my girlfriend who loves PT Anderson films.The 
text is a little dry and is definitely more oriented as a college textbook.

From his film festival debut Hard Eight to ambitious studio epics Boogie Nights, Magnolia, and There Will Be Blood, 
Paul Thomas Andersons unique cinematic vision focuses on postmodern excess and media culture. In Blossoms and 
Blood, Jason Sperb studies the filmmakers evolving aesthetic and its historical context to argue that Andersons films 
create new, often ambivalent, narratives of American identity in a media-saturated world.Blossoms and Blood 
explores Andersons films in relation to the aesthetic and economic shifts within the film industry and to Americas 
changing social and political sensibilities since the mid-1990s. Sperb provides an auteur study with important 
implications for film history, media studies, cultural studies, and gender studies. He charts major themes in Andersons 
work, such as stardom, self-reflexivity, and masculinity and shows how they are indicative of trends in late twentieth-
century American culture. One of the first books to focus on Andersons work, Blossoms and Blood reveals the 
development of an under-studied filmmaker attuned to the contradictions of a postmodern media culture.

"Jason Sperb is not a fan of Paul Thomas Anderson. Hes something much betteran intelligent critic trying to discern 
whats valuable and whats not in Andersons body of cinematic work." (Milwaukee Express 2014-01-29)"Blossoms 
Blood, Jason Sperb's very strong new book, doesn't so much argue the case for PTA's greatness as show, slowly and 
methodically, how he moved through and within the ranks of American filmmakinga case study of how even the most 
self-determined directors are always borne aloft by cultural events." (CIneaste)"Sperb has complete mastery of the 
critical and industrial histories of the films." (Choice)About the AuthorJason Sperb is a lecturer in the Department of 
Radio/Television/Film at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 


