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Jennifer Van Sijll : Cinematic Storytelling: The 100 Most Powerful Film Conventions Every Filmmaker Must 
Know  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cinematic 
Storytelling: The 100 Most Powerful Film Conventions Every Filmmaker Must Know: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not What I Expected, But I'm Sure Glad I Bought ItBy Lawrence 
MaturoNot at all what I expected. I was looking for a book on how to translate ideas into visual scenes, and this book 
isn't that. However, it covers lots of things I never would have thought about if I hadn't read it. Just one example that 
sticks out is the series Helix. I watched many episodes of it without noticing anything different about it until I read this 
book. Now I know it was mainly shot in shades of green, and the love interest of the main character, and there are two, 
would always wear red, so you instantly knew which one he was closest to at the moment. Without this book I would 
have never noticed that.I had no idea that directors and editors looked at the sort of stuff this book talks about. 
Fascinating. It's like it opened up a whole new world to me.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Film as 
artBy Brigida GoodwinI think this book is really good for the beginner filmmaker or someone who wants to learn 
about film as art. This will teach all the techniques that are used in a film to create a certain feeling or emotion. It's 
very interesting. Cinematic Storytelling teaches you from the point of view of the screenwriter. How do you take script 
to and put it to screen.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very informative book, with brilliant film 
examples!By Samantha YoungI am not all the way through my first reading of this book, but so far I am taking a lot 
from it! I have just recently taken into creating films and I wanted to learn as much as possible, but starting as a 
beginner through and through I didn't where to start, I have been reading this book and it sort of reads like a classroom 
text book (which is good, there's a lot of information packed in, not just pretty pictures) It has tons of real examples to 
follow along with it so you can really understand what ideas are being presented. I got the E-book (Kindle) version, 
and it reads/is translated really well into this format, the information is not missed the black and white pictures suffice 
on my Kindle-Touch, it's a great read, and a lot can be taken from it. If you're trying to learn more about the visual art 
of storytelling and screenwriting this is a good place to start.
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What the industry's most succcessful writers and directors have in common is that they have mastered the cinematic 
conventions specific to the medium.


