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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. More than Just Late Night Comedy Writing! By chris learyThis book
isvery informative and concise. | learned alot about comedy writing, and some of the ins and outs or writing for alate
night comedy show. This book is aso very helpful beyond the scope of advice and examples for late night comedy
writing. I'm happy | bought this, and if you are interested in comedy writing, even if it is not for late night comedy,
thisbook isagreat aid. I'm very happy that | purchased this!!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Incredibly useful, excellent advice for professional writers of all stripesBy Mike BarlowThis is exactly the kind of
book | wish | had when | wasin college and learning how to write. Joe's book isincredibly useful for professional
writers of all types. Even if you're not writing comedy, this book will help you improve the quality of your writing.
Joe's excellent guidance appliesto practically al kinds of writing assignments, and histips are spot on. If you area
professional writer, or aspiring to become one, | recommend buying two copies of this book -- one for yourself, and
one for that pesky friend who's always bugging you for advice.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. To be
funny, or not to be funny? That is the question.By MJ BrewerThe title itself is excellent and has terrific information
contained. However, within owning the book for aweek, the pages started falling out. | don't consider that a content
issue as much as bad manufacturing. With this warning, | would consider purchasing this work through areliable
source because it isn't a $5 find and you wouldn't want to treat it as such.

He has written and produced comedy/talk shows for over fifteen years. Now four-time Emmy winner Joe Toplyn
reveals his proven methods of writing for late-night television in this one-of-a-kind insiders guide. Toplyn analyzes
each type of comedy piecein the late-night TV playbook and takes you step-by-step through the process of writing it.
His detailed tips, techniques, and rules include: 6 characteristics every good monologue joke topic must have 6
specific ways to generate punch lines 12 tools for making your jokes their funniest 7 types of desk pieces and how to
create them 9 steps to writing parodies and other sketches How to go after awriting job in late night PLUS a complete
sample comedy/talk show submission packet Also use this comprehensive manual to write short-form comedy for the
Internet, sketch shows, magazines, reality shows, radio, advertising, and any other medium.

About the AuthorJoe Toplyn began his television career on the writing staff of "Late Night with David Letterman.” He
went on to become co-head writer of "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno" and head writer of "Late Show with David
Letterman.” His other writing credits include the sketch show "In Living Color," several situation comedies, and the
comedic detective show "Monk." In addition to his four Emmy wins, Toplyn is honored to have received over a dozen
Emmy nominations.



