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Mark Falkin : Contract City before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Contract City:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Falkin has an amazing ability of creating and developing characters
that are believable ...By El DuderinoFalkin weaves an eerily plausible story that really strikes a nerve given today's
political climate. The story takes place in the not-too-distant-future and for anyone who watches the news, it's jarring
relevancy to things actually going on around us today are hard to ignore. A true wordsmith, Falkin has an amazing
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ability of creating and developing characters that are believable and likeable. The story builds quickly and as a reader
it's hard not to become immersed in the story and characters. The book is marketed as YA, but | am anything but and
enjoyed it immensely. In fact, | found it hard to put down and can't wait to read more from this up and coming author.1
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Lot's of fun. Every time | thought Falkin was losing me ...By Jason A.
MyersLot's of fun. Every time | thought Falkin was losing me in the story, he flipped it over and grabbed me again.
Initially | thought this story would be more dystopian than it was, but to be honest, it ready like it could happen today!|
never liked Billy or anything he was trying to do, so my empathy for him as a character was never as much as | wanted
it to be. In some instances Sara felt pulled along rather than driving the story, which as the protagonist, | would have
liked to seen flipped. But other than that, the story held my attention well and | looked forward to it every day when |
got it back home. The ending was quite a shocker, i was mad that it ended the way it did only because i wanted the
mother get more of a comeuppance than she did. But | guess that's up Falkin on what just desserts he givesto his
character! Otherwise it was afun story and well worth your time.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. |
enjoyed this book and | don't read much fiction anymoreBy Schmittyl enjoyed this book and | don't read much fiction
anymore. It moves quickly after afew chapters and keeps your interest.

The year is 2021 and the money is still green. The fully privatized city of Tulsa, OK, is home to Sara Paige Christie, a
teenage girl with her heart set on afilm career in L.A. and her cameratrained on the graffiti-covered walls of the citys
outskirts. In pursuit of adocumentary subject that might propel her from college hopeful to film school admittee at
USC, Sara has focused her ambitions upon a singularly ubiquitous tagWH2RR??From the facades of storefronts to the
walls of public restrooms, the tag is appearing nearly everywhere. Its stark all-capital letters and demanding question
marks have captured Saras imagination, even as the private security personnel of Free Force Tulsa (FFT) scrambleto
eliminate the marks with power washers, gray-overs, and full censorship, stripping even photographs of the tags from
the locally accessible Internet.Sara has no doubt that there is meaning hidden in plain sight, and she sets off on a
mission to find the person behind the mysterious tags while balancing an already full life: her final exams, her wild
best friend, a physical fitness test that threatens her GPA, and afamily that seems almost oblivious to whats happening
just down the street from their suburban home.With the exception, perhaps, of her father.A retired Marine turned FFT
investigator, Saras dad has been on the trail of the graffiti artist for his own professional reasons. And if he knows
whats going on, hes not telling Sara.And they're not the only ones on the huntTensions are rising in town and beyond.
Between the machinations of the citys home-grown megachurch, Chosen Hill, and the movements of a growing camp
of homeless citizens parked just beyond Tulsas comfort and security, lifein Tulsais about to become very interesting,
and Sarajust might be in the right place to catch it all on film but only if she survives.

From School Library JournalGr 9 Upln the year 2021, Sara Paige Christie livesin Tulsa, OK. Sheisahigh school
student who desperately wants to go to UCLA as afilm student. She isworking on a documentary about the graffiti
that keeps popping up on the outskirts of town, which reads, "WH2RR??' As Tulsais how denationalized, the private
police force, Free Force Tulsa, washes every trace of this graffiti away within 24 hours. All pictures have been
scrubbed from the Internet as well, which fascinates and inspires Sara. Sheis determined to discover the secrets behind
"WH2RR??' Along her journey, Sara meets Billy, afellow film amateur. Her infatuation leads her down a path sheis
not equipped to handle. Astensionsrise, Sarafilms more than a high school student should see. She finds out the
identity of the graffiti artist and that Free Force Tulsaistrying to eradicate the homeless population. As the situation
explodes, Saraisin theright place at the right time, but at what cost? Thisis an interesting take on the popular
dystopian style. The omniscient narrator's language is elegant, almost out of place in such a gritty world, but the
vernacular of the characters dialogueisreadlistic. Teenswill identify with the protagonists here, who are concerned
with the same issues: sex, acohol, smoking, school angst, and friendship. However, the flat, underdevel oped
characters seem to be buried beneath the language of the story and the dystopian world Falkin has created. VERDICT
An additional purchase for any high school library.Jeni Tahaney, Duncanville High School Library, TX A breathless
ride of anovel. Seventeen-year-old Sarais a protagonist readers are unlikely to forget. Making a documentary film
with the hopes of impressing college admission officers, she winds up at the center of arevolution, where no one--not
the boy shefalsin love with or even her own father--iswho he first appears to be. A novel rife with engaging
characters and rich with powerful ideas and implicit warnings about an all-too-believable future, Contract City isthe
very best kind of page-turner. --Suzanne Greenberg, Author of Lesson Plans and winner of the Drue Heinz Literature
Prize for Speed Walk and Other StoriesFalkin creates a near-future world that is at once terrifying and uncomfortably
familiar, one where corporations have consumed entire cities and history is scrubbed away, even asit happens. His
feisty, film-making protagonist, torn between her pre-fabricated suburban life and the troubled world outside her
comfort zone, trains her camera on this censored world, revealing its fissures and provoking a confrontation between
perception and reality. From the first page, Contract City is an enthralling, white-knuckle read that is enriched by its
heroine: an ordinary girl with extraordinary guts. --C.F. Y etman, Author of The Roses UnderneathContract City isan
intelligent Y A dystopian novel set in the country'sfirst fully privatized city, Tulsa, Oklahoma. | use the term dystopian



lightly because the world Falkin created is so realistic that the story balances right on the edge between sci-fi and
reality. Set in the very near future, Tulsa has become the first city to become completely privatized, with services such
as police, hospitals, and schools run by private corporations. But more is going on than meets the eye. Sara, ateenage
documentary film-maker, begins investigating some graffiti that shows up everywhere--the tag WH2RR??. What starts
as an interesting documentary subject to help her break into the film scene becomes a deeper and darker mystery, and
soon sheis hunted by the private police squad as they try to obtain her footage. Contract City strikes the perfect

bal ance between intelligent and action-packed. The world, the characters, and the story are smart and timely, but that
doesn't stop Falkin from creating a fast-paced and exciting story. | loved that he wasn't afraid to create a dystopian
world that's both subtle and realistic a believable glimpse into areal, near future. But my favorite thing about the story
was Sara. She's awonderful, strong Y A protagonist. The young artist is brave, clever, curious, and cares about the
world around her. At one and the same time, she is strong and vulnerable, which makes her relatable and easy to root
for. Although tackling big, real issues, she also has to navigate the challenges of youth, such as finding her place in the
world and experiencing afirst love. | was on her side from page one. Teens and adults alike will appreciate the
intelligence and reality behind this story, and will be rooting for Sara along with me. | enjoyed drinking in every

page. --Sharon Bayliss, Author of Destruction and Watch Me BurnAbout the AuthorBorn and raised in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, Mark Fakin has lived in Texas for the last twenty years and has called Austin home for most of that time.
By day, heisaliterary agent and arecovering music attorney. His 2006 self-published novel, Days of Grace, was
optioned for afilm, and nominated for a nationa literary award, The Needle Award, at POD-dy Mouth blog, where the
reviewer said, Thisisliterature at its best Falkin could easily be likened to the af orementioned Lethem or to Augusten
Burroughs or even J.D. Salinger, and Bookpeople in Austin noted, Heres more proof that Austin is home to some of
the best new writers around Falkins novel is reminiscent of the writing style found in Lethem, Sedaris, Coupland, and
Kerouac, with his sharp wit and journalistic style.



