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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. | truly enjoy trivia about authorsBy Mary B. Wheelerl truly enjoy
trivia about authors. Many times the author's story is just as interesting as the book he or she writes. This little book is
loaded with lots of tidbits about many of the authors you and | have grown up with in literature. It is categorized in an
interesting way. | think if you like writers you will enjoy reading these stories about many of their likes, dislikes, and
in sometimes strange ideas. It is also an easy read which can be read a few pages at atime or the whole book in one
sitting.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful read! By AndreaAs afan of classic literature, |
absolutely loved this book. It had so many interesting stories and facts about my favorite authors and books. | also
learned about some great new (to me) authors and their works. There are wonderful quotes from the authorsin here
that are hilarious! | know | will reread this book over and over again. It also makes a great gift for other literature
lovers.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | want to read other books in the series and hope they are as
goodBy MeaghanA most pleasing romp through literary triviathroughout history. I've read alot of literary trivia, but
this book didn't just cover the same old ground again -- there was a great deal of stuff here that I'd never seen or heard
of before. And the book covers not only historical authors (Shakespeare, Mark Twain) but modern, still-living, still-
writing authors (James Patterson, J.K. Rowling). | highly recommend.

Bibliophiles, grab your glasses! Here is a compendium of interesting- and often scandal ous-facts and quips about the
literary world. Featuring authors and tomes of yesteryear and yesterday, from Tolkien's Middle-earth to Jeffrey
Eugenides's Middlesex, | Used to Knew That: Literature includes sections such as: Y ou Don't Say: Commonly-used
words and phrases that were coined or popularized in classic words of fiction-sometimes with very different meanings.
Gruesomely Ever After: The original endings of some of the world's most cherished fairy tales-Snow White, The Little
Mermaid, Cinderella, and more. Hip to be Square: Banned works of fiction and the controversy surrounding them.
Anthropomorphized Characters. The real-life stories and inspirations behind beloved "leading creatures.” Timeto
Make the Doughnuts: Odd jobs of famous authors. Parental Guidance Suggested: Dahl's short stories, Seuss's political
cartoons; the lesser-known, and sometimes shocking, adult writings of beloved children's authors. The Long Con:
Shocking (and sometimes shockingly long-lived) literary hoaxes: Frey, JT Leroy, The Education of Little Tree, The
Day After Roswell, etc. Science Fiction, Science Fact: If alien monoliths are ever found on the moon, the safer bet is
that they would be tranglucent crystal; Sir Arthur C. Clarke is celebrated for making accurate predictions of various
technologies, years ahead of their time. A look at which of his predictions held true and the same feats of other
authors. Screen Test: The truth about great works of fiction and the odd challenges that had to be surmounted to bring
them to the silver screen. The Secret Life of Kilgore Trout: True facts about fake characters (and the writers who
created them).
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