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DennisHart : Monitor: TheLast Great Radio Show before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Monitor: The Last Great Radio Show:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 30 million listeners can't be wrongBy L ouis CastaingWhen former
NBC president, Sylvester "Pat" Weaver died on March 15, 2002, his old network broadcast an obituary highlighting
his programming innovations. Weaver brought us both "Today" and "Tonight," television shows that have lasted 50
years. Pat Weaver was a programming genius. Unfortunately, NBC Television failed to mention his major NBC Radio
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achievement: "Monitor." It revolutionized the network radio business 50 years ago; but, unfortunately, it died from
neglect and the bottom line 30 years ago.Monitor aired every weekend for 20 years. Thefirst few years, it was
broadcast 40 hours a weekend; later it was cut back to 16 and then to 12. But, in the beginning, if you were on the
Monitor Beacon, you were one of 30 million listeners going places and doing things each weekend. Y ou were hearing
Dave Garroway, Henry Morgan, David Brinkley, Mel Allen, Joe Garagiola, Hugh Downs, Ted Brown, Gene Rayburn,
Brad Crandall and many more. Bob and Ray were at Radio Central most of the weekend. Nichols and May were there
too, as was Jonathan Winters. Weekends were different and so was Monitor.So, why am | writing about Monitor 30
yearslater? Well, | was quite a devotee of Monitor. | listened every weekend. A year ago, it was aweekend, | was
looking up a site on a search engine and, on awhim, | typed in "Monitor" to see what 1'd find. To my surprise, | found
an elaborate Web Site devoted entirely to Monitor with history, audio, pictures, reminiscences: ... Until then, | thought
| was the biggest Monitor aficionado in the country. No, Dennis Hart is truly Mr. Monitor. This site was his brainchild.
But he has more material than could ever fit on aWeb site. Hence, the book.Thisis a great book, easy to read and well-
documented. Dennis actually interviewed Mr. Weaver. Mr. Weaver's comments demonstrate how much he thought of
Monitor and how disappointed he was to see it end and why it did. Dennis also has interviewed other Monitor
personnel, both on-the-air and behind the scenes. The book's packed with inside information.When you go to the Web
site, read the comments in the guestbook. See how many messages express hope that Monitor will return. | hope it will
too. But until then, we have Monitor, the Book, and Monitor, the Web site, thanks to Dennis.O of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Interesting look at the long running NBC weekend radio shore ...By voracious
readerInteresting look at the long running NBC weekend radio shore of yore. | only was an occasional listener to the
program years ago, but it brought back some pleasant memories. Only wish author had included some photos of the
various on-air personalities. (So, gang, let's cue up "Night Flight to Madrid"!)0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy Michael AllenAwesome

Thisistheinside story of network radio's greatest program -- Monitor. Born in 1955 out of inspiration and
desperation, "Monitor" became a smash hit with audiences and advertisers. The NBC weekend extravaganza -- which
started as a 40-hour long program -- featured big-name hosts such as Dave Garroway, Hugh Downs, Frank Blair,
Frank McGee, Gene Rayburn, David Wayne, Ed McMahon, Henry Morgan, Mel Allen, Monty Hall, David Brinkley,
Hal March, Barry Nelson, Jim Lowe, Joe Garagiola, Murray the K, Bill Cullen and many others. Broadcasting from
mammoth NBC studios called "Radio Central," Monitor featured a continuous flow of news, sports, comedy, variety
and live remotes from around the country and around the world. It also featured "Miss Monitor," who gave weather
forecasts in away no one had ever heard before. Monitor was the first network radio show designed for a mobile
audience -- listeners could tune in wherever they were, at any time during the weekend, and hear something "new and
different” every few minutes. For nearly 20 years, Monitor kept listeners in instantaneous touch with anything of
interest or importance happening in the world. Thisis the fascinating Monitor story -- from its creation by legendary
NBC programmer Sylvester L. "Pat" Weaver Jr., to never-before told anecdotes about Monitor's hosts and featured
players. New interviews with Monitor hosts and staff members provide an engrossing and entertaining look at The
Last Great Radio Show.
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