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Nicholas J. Russell : Morals and the Media: Second Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Morals and the Media: Second Edition: 

Morals and the Media is the first in-depth study of journalism ethics as it applies to Canadian media. While much of 
the debate in this field has focused on conditions in the United States, Nicholas Russell points out that the ethical 
issues that arise in Canada are often substantially different from those in the United States.In the United States, unlike 
in Canada, the law as it relates to the media is totally distinctive. There individuals have the protection of the 'First 
Amendment,' but it is the very different Charter of Rights and Freedoms that determines the rights of Canadians. As 
well, Canadian libel and contempt rules are much closer to the British than the American tradition.Morals and the 
Media examines why the media behave the way they do. It also discusses how values have been developed and applied 
and suggests value systems which can be used to judge special situations. As the first book of its kind, it will not only 
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be of great value in journalism courses, but it will also be an important resource for journalists, as it offers criteria for 
analyzing complex situations and reaching justifiable decisions. Finally, it will be of interest to the general reader, as it 
gives insights into how the media work and provides a yardstick by which to judge their performance.

"Morals and the Media ..a handsomely produced book from UBC Press..presents convincing evidence that reporters, 
camera operators and editors do indeed struggle over the ethical implications of what they do for a living. ."Ottawa 
Citizen"Morals and the Media addresses the privacy issue with thoughtfulness and careful research. ."Vancouver 
Sun"Russell's Morals and the Media belongs in any college or university program where journalism and media ethics 
are taught. I am certainly going to use it in my course in media ethics, grateful that, with book in hand, I now will not 
have to carry into class as many folders of clippings."Canadian Journal of Communication"The recently published 
second edition of this essential book is not only of interest to students of journalism, but a compelling read for anyone 
interested in news Canadian news in particular. Money, sex, violence, celebrity it's all here, but Mr. Russell takes these 
and many other topics and focuses them under a media lens. He asks the tough questions, uses plenty of well-chosen 
examples and thoroughly dissects the many moral challenges facing Canadian journalism today."Newsletter of the 
Radio-TV News Directors AssociationAbout the AuthorNick Russell is a former journalist who taught in the School of 
Journalism at the University of Regina. He is well known for conducting ethics and editing workshops for working 
journalists. He lives in Victoria. 


