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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Searched for years and finally found it!By SuzAnne MilamI 
remembered a book that I loved as a child that did math using words- not the best example, but imagine 'book + room= 
library' and each of the letters has a corresponding number to be mathematically correct. (And that's how I searched for 
this book since I could not remember the name or author.) Finally searched - FOUND IT! My daughter and I have read 
this book and solved the problems (on paper- not in the book!) several times! We both love this book and the first 
'Sideways Arithmetic from Wayside School! BUY IT!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Makes 
advanced logic and math approachable and fun.By Someone -Most kids and adults who try to solve these problems 
probably won't even realize how much math and logic they are learning. As a math teacher, I admire how brilliantly 
these puzzles are put together and I haven't encountered any kids who weren't interested in these puzzles. Even those 
who don't like math like to read the puzzles and start in trying to solve them, although if they're not good at logical 
thinking and they don't get any hints or clues they are likely to give up. (Actually, the book includes hints and clues for 
most of the problems, in a separate place from the answers.)I especially like "game day" (the last chapter or 
thereabouts), which contains logic puzzles of the form "Given facts A, B, C, Dwhich of the following MUST be true?" 
The facts and conclusions are goofy and fun ["if Joy has whipped cream on her nose, Todd will have egg in his hair"], 
and these puzzles range from very simple syllogisms to deviously tricky if/then concatenations.Good for kids 
anywhere from 7 to 17, I'd say.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Janetlove these 
exercises! They are great for my top math students!

From the Newbery award-winning author of HolesEverything in Mrs. Jewls's class has gone topsy-turvy...again. The 
report cards are scrambled, the pop quiz won't pop, and watermelons are falling out the windows. On top of all that, 
the boys are upset because Allison has announced that only two of them will be invited to her birthday party, since if 
more than two boys come, they'll all start acting silly. You never know how things will add up at Wayside School.

"A delightful collection of ingenious tales, all of which are touched with impossibility and hilarity...Full of wonderful 
characters and sentiment, the book has great messages for all in each chapter. The BooksellerAbout the 
AuthorChildhood MemoriesAs writer of books for elementary school students, Louis Sachar tries to recall what it felt 
like for him to be that age. Despite the notion that times have changed, he thinks that kids in grade school are basically 
the same as they were when he was young.For example, in East Meadow, New York, where Sachar was born, he 
remembers having to keep away from the woods across the street to avoid the older, tough kids who played there. 
Looking back now, he thinks those tough kids were probably only eleven or twelve years old! When Sachar turned 
nine, his family moved to Orange County in California, which, at the time, was mostly orange groves. He cut through 
the orange groves on the way to school, and had orange fights on the way home.The Path to Becoming an AuthorIt 
wasn't until high school that Sachar began to love reading. In college, he developed a particular interest in Russian 
literature and somehow got the ridiculous ambitious notion to learn the language and read his favorite Russian authors 
in the original language. After taking over a year of Russian, he realized it was still Greek to him. Sachar dropped out 
of Russian class and tried to figure out what class he should take instead. As he wandered across the campus, he saw 
an elementary school girl handing out pieces of paper. He took one from her. It read: 'Help. We need teachers' aides at 
our school. Earn three units of credit.'Prior to that time, Sachar had no interest whatsoever in kids. However, he signed 
up to be a teacher's aide because he needed to take something other than Russian, and it sounded easy. It turned out to 
be not only his favorite class, but also the most important class Sachar took during his college career. After he was at 
the school for a while, he was asked to be the 'Noon Time Supervisor.' It was his job to watch over the kids during 
lunch. Sachar played games with the kids who all called him 'Louis, the Yard Teacher.'The Story Behind Sideways 
StoriesAround that time Sachar came upon In Our Town by Damon Runyon, a book of very short stories about 
different characters in a town. It gave him the idea for Sideways Stories from Wayside School, which is a book of 
short stories about different kids in a school. All the kids are named after kids he knew at the school where he worked. 
'Louis the Yard Teacher,' is also a character. Sachar says he had more fun writing that book than any of his others, 
because it was just a hobby then, and he never truly expected to be published.A Career ChoiceSideways Stories from 
Wayside School was published just as Sachar began law school. For six years he struggled over trying to decide 
between being an author or a lawyer. During the time that he finished law school and took a job as a lawyer, Sachar 
wrote three more children's books. His decision had been made. Sachar has been an attorney since 1981, but has 
chosen to devote his time to writing children's books. 


