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Larry Rothe: Music for a City Music for the World: 100 Y ear swith the San Francisco Symphony before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Music for a City Music for the
World: 100 Y ears with the San Francisco Symphony:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Celebrating 100 Y ears of Musical ExcellenceBy Margot
GoldsmithCelebrating the 100th anniversary of the San Francisco Symphony, this handsome book is afitting tribute to
the artistic excellence and endurance of that world-class institution. Readers will find "Music for a City, Music for the
World" atreasure trove of information about the symphony and how its fortunes intersected with those of its city, the
nation, and the world throughout the decades.Organized according to the tenures of the SFS musical directors, the
book isfilled with colorful personalities, dramatic successes and reversals, intriguing anecdotes, and expert musical
discussion. Readers can follow the remarkable and often hard-won achievements of the symphony from before the
arrival of its dashing first musical director, Henry Hadley, to the present era of greatness inaugurated by director
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Michael Tilson Thomasin 1995. In describing this long and sometimes turbulent period, the author bringsto life an
impressive cast of distinguished figures, such as Pierre Monteux, Seiji Ozawa, Marian Anderson, Meredith Willson,
and George Solti, to name but afew. And the engaging text is accompanied by many fascinating photos of symphony
members and memorabilia. Lovers of music and history alike will find much to savor in this splendid work.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Great for music loversBy Conrad Y orkMarvelous. Great for music lovers,
Barbary Coast history buffs and anyone who cares about the state of the symphonic music tradition in America. You
will return to it many times and if you are a San Francisco Symphony, Michael Tilson Thomas fan you really must
have it for essential reference. Surprising number of typos, but fascinating subject and good writing. Great pictures
too! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alan S.good

In Music for a City, Music for the World, Larry Rothe shares how the San Francisco Bay Area s love of music, rooted
in the Gold Rush, gave birth to a Grammy-winning and internationally acclaimed orchestra. Released in time for the
San Francisco Symphony s celebration of its 100th anniversary, this definitive history replete with hundreds of
archival photos and images gives readers a behind-the-scenes glimpse into one of the world s foremost orchestras and,
in so doing, illuminates the cultural life of acity.

"Engrossing."-Wall Street JournalMusic for a City is definitely abook for dipping into. We can excuse the sheer heft
and size of the edition. Commuters may not be able to schlep it on BART, but it makes for agreat read at home on a
cold winter's night, and as a reference source, it isinvaluable. The big book is also highly entertaining. Thereis
something endearing evident on every glossy page. It seems Rothe is as much in love with the city and the San
Francisco Symphony as the rest of us.--The Bay Area Reporter" Superb...a compendious tour through the past 100
years."-San Francisco Chronicle™'Lovingly prepared and elegantly designed and produced, this volume...celebrates the
orchestra's centennial in text and photos. The narrative is fun and engaging, beginning with description of
"civilization's frontier" in the early years of the 20th century and the details of what it took to build an orchestra
there" - Book News'Splendid...compelling.”-San Jose Mercury News'Music for a City, Music for the World" isan
outstanding tribute to the symphony's centennial, and an attractive invitation to its next 100 years." - Bay Area News
GroupAbout the AuthorLarry Rothe is co-author of For the Love of Music and longtime editor of the San Francisco
Symphony's program book. He livesin Berkeley, California.



