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12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Buyer BewareBy RiverBeware of early reviews. There are too 
many "reviewers" who only give 5 stars. You wouldn't think they had a relationship with the publisher or author would 
you? Hmm. And I love the people who tell you that some book has really improved their game, on the very first week 
or day the book is out. How would they know so soon?"Blunders" would be, and still is a good concept for a book, but 
this is only a thin little pamplet of 54 pages. The material is good, for what is there, but you could probably pick up 
more in a few articles from "Card Player" magazine, which is free. 10 dollars is just too much for such a tiny little bit 
of material. But if it were 4 or 5 dollars I would have given it 4 stars.Still would be a good idea for a real book. The 
author made a promising start. He just didn't get it more than a third written before he quit.Postscript: If I had known 
how agressive they were going to be packing the ratings with bogus five star "reviews", I might have downgraded my 
review to compensate against them misleading the public. The person who keeps writing the same review over and 
over (with identical word fingerprint statistics!) does not understand how badly he/she is hurting this product, because 
most customers can clearly see what goes on. After all, it is not a bad booklet, just skimpy and a bit overpriced for its 
size.8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Typos GaloreBy Tyler CruzThe Book of Blunders, written by 
N.R. Villarreal, attempts to cover and explain the most common mistakes and errors that poker players make.With 
only 54-pages of content, The Book of Blunders resembles a pamphlet more than it does a book. It could be fully read 
and absorbed in 2-4 hours depending on your reading speed and poker skill, and therefore the 54 pages seem rather 
steep for the $9.95 retail price.The book assumes that readers already have basic No-Limit Hold'Em knowledge, and is 
written in a manner that is pretty well suited to players of all levels. N.R. Villarreal appears to have a good grasp of 
poker knowledge and experience, but occasionally seems to force certain disputed or strongly contested poker 
theories. This is not a big issue as most poker books often take a particular side, however the author often fails to 
inform the reader of these alternative strategies or styles.The Book of Blunders unfortunately takes it's title perhaps a 
little too literally. Since I read the book from cover to cover with the intention of reviewing it, I made special notice of 
typos, grammatical errors, and awkward writing. After dog-earing and circling such errors, I counted a total of 13, not 
counting awkward or confusing sentences. While I normally could care less about such publishing mistakes, with at 
least 13 discovered within 54 pages by somebody who has never went to college, I must admit that it made me second 
guess the poker abilities of the author. While there may be no direct correlation between writing and poker ability, it 
still seeps into the back of your mind and makes you wonder.That being said, The Book of Blunders does have 
valuable information. Some common mistakes covered include: "Not Protecting a Big Pair Pre-Flop", "Giving 
Drawing Hands Great Odds To Call On The Flop", "Giving Credit Too Easily", and "Bad Bluffs". The author also 
provides a lot of hand examples, walking the reader through the game play and thought process.The most valuable part 
of the book, in my opinion, is by far the "Rule of 4 and 2". I've heard of this before but had somehow forgotten about 
it. This little trick, in my eyes, is an extremely powerful tool and very simple to learn. In that sense, I relearned 
something very valuable in this book.To conclude, The Book of Blunders is a very small book which will help readers 
avoid pitfalls and common blunders. It contains some confusing and awkward writing, not to mention a plethora of 
typos. And at only 54-pages long, readers could save their $9.95 and put it towards a better book.3 of 7 people found 
the following review helpful. Great Book. A Must Read!!!By Steven RileyThis book helped open my eyes to a couple 
of the mistakes that I make when playing NL cash games. Great in-depth hand analysis that really makes you think. I 
would recommend this book to any pokerplayer that wants to reduce bad decisions while playing and increase their 
bankroll.

MAKE LESS MISTAKES AND IMPROVE YOUR GAMEYou have been playing fantastic all night. You have a 
mountain of chips in front of you. Your buddies surround you, congratulating you on your best night ever. Then you 
look down and see two black aces! This must really be your night! You smile to yourself and think of all the fun you 
will have spending your winnings and one terrifying minute later you see all of your chips getting pushed to your 
opponent. It happened so quickly that you are not sure of anything, except the fact that after playing great for hours 
you now have nothing to show for it. All of your chips are gone and all it took was one big mistake. What happened? 
This is the nature of No Limit Texas Hold 'Em. All of your chips are at risk on every hand. Every mistake is 
magnified. Every decision is important. At any moment you can lose everything but so can your opponents. Often the 
player that makes the least mistakes wins. This book details 15 of the most common mistakes found at the poker table. 
By avoiding these mistakes, you will be able to win more money on a more consistent basis. You will be able to avoid 
putting your chips into losing situations. You will immediately see when your opponents are making critical playing 
mistakes and punish them by taking all of their chips! This book is also loaded with tips and techniques that will help 
improve your game immediately. It doesn't matter if you play cash games or tournaments, recreational or for serious 
cash, this book will make you a better poker player.



About the AuthorN.R. Villarreal has made a living playing No Limit Texas Hold 'Em all across the world. He plays all 
forms of poker proficiently; cash games and tournaments, live and on-line and now he is ready to share his years of 
experience and knowledge with you. Although he has been teaching students as a private instructor for years, "No 
Limit Hold 'Em: The Book of Blunders" is his first in a series of instructional books.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. 
All rights reserved.(Selected excerpt from "No Limit Hold 'Em: The Book of Blunders")ANALYSIS OF HAND 
#5NO LIMIT HOLD 'EM is set up to take advantage of weak players. Many top players are just looking for an 
opportunity to put an opponent to the test if and when they show weakness. After a nice bet on the flop, Fish showed 
weakness on both the turn and river. He was essentially begging for this pot to be taken away from him when the third 
club came on the river. First of all, you should never bet less on the turn than you did on the flop. This is screaming to 
everyone at the table that you are worried about the strength of your hand. In NLH, if a tough opponent thinks you 
doubt the strength of your hand, they will put you to the test every time. To further the point, betting the same amount 
on the turn as you did the flop is also weak. Besides that, what kind of hand could Ted have called the flop with? If he 
had an over-pair, wouldn't he have likely raised pre-flop or at least on the flop? If he had a set or 54 for two pair he 
would have also likely raised to cut off the draws...remember that on the flop he still had to worry about Hal hanging 
around and Hal would have had good odds to call if he was on a flush draw. So we can reasonably put Ted on a draw 
or a medium pair. It is always good to be putting your opponent on a range of possible hands throughout the entire 
course of play. You must always be thinking of what your opponent might be holding so you can attack 
accordingly.When Ted senses weakness, he probably sees an opportunity to give himself more outs. What that means 
is that Ted might decide right now that if the club flush comes on the river and Fish checks it to him, he is going to put 
Fish to the test with a big bet. It is always important to be thinking one and two steps ahead of the play of the game so 
your bets appear natural and it is harder to pick off your bluffs. Ted really can't be sure that Fish isn't betting a flush 
draw himself (his smaller bet on the turn actually looks like it could be a weak semi-bluff) but Ted can be sure that if 
Fish is betting his flush draw, and it hits on the river, Fish will bet out instead of checking. So now Ted might feel that 
he can win with any 3, any 8 or any club if Fish checks the club. When the club falls on the river, Fish seals his fate by 
checking. Now Ted fires out $1500, an amount that is five times the size of the turn bet. Fish can only shake his head 
and curse his bad luck. He is now looking at a board with two over-cards and three clubs. He might think that there is a 
chance his pair of tens are good, but he would be basically betting his entire tournament on it. He folds and hopes for a 
better opportunity. Could Ted be trapping here? Not likely but not impossible either...however you have to take your 
chances to go far in tournaments and this is a perfect situation to make an aggressive bet to pick up a decent pot. 


